Lokanīti. Belonging to the Myanmar gnomic literature and to the Pali non-canonical literature, Lokanīti is a miscellaneous collection of subjects for the study of morality (The Wise Man, The Good Man, The Evil-Does, Friendship, Woman, Kings and Miscellaneous) .
Second section of the book is focused on the Dhammanīti, the most comprehensive of the four Nītis. It provides didactic stories and maxims on numerous subjects: the preceptor, scholarship wisdom, knowledge, conversation, wealth, residence, dependence, friendship, the bad man, the good man, the powerful, women, sons, servants, residence, what should be done, what should be avoided, ornamentation, kings, ministration, things taken by two, etc. Third section of the book is focused on the Rajanīti, originally compiled for the use of the powerful elite (kings and princes). It is an anthology based on the Indian Dharmasastras and provides 136 maxims and didactic stories for rulers 5 . Chronologically it stands after Lokanīti and Dhammanīti. James Gray even considers that this Nīti and Lokanīti may have been introduced in the court of Ava, an ancient imperial capital in the Mandalay region, in Myanmar. Finally, the last section of the book contains the SuttaVaddhananīti translated as "Guide for the Advancement of Knowledge", an anthology with a collection of maxims mainly from Buddhist sources and for daily life (good and bad thinking, parents, sons, husband, wife, knowledge, etc).
In addition, the foreback provides a collection of old Indian sayings, the corresponding stanzas in the nīti and in the Dhammanīti. The Nītis are accompanied by rich footnotes with interesting observations on Buddhism, culture and literature in Myanmar, helping to clarify the text and providing additional background information.
This book will be a valuable gem for those interested in learning about Burmese culture and literature in ancient times. 
